
 

 June 17, 2021 
  
 266 W. 37th St, Suite 803 
 New York, NY 10018 
 
Susan F Dickman and Zoya Raynes 
Jewish Communal Fund 
575 Madison Ave #703,  
New York, NY 10022 
Via email: sue@jcfny.org, zoya.raynes@bankofamerica.com 
 
Dear Sue and Zoya, 
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hold donor-advised funds with the Jewish Communal Fund, as do many members of our 
communities. Many of us serve organizations that receive donations from JCF DAFs. 
 
We have been disturbed to learn that one recipient of JCF funding is the Central Fund of 
Israel, which is one of the primary U.S. vehicles for donations to Israeli groups that funnel 
money to Lehava, the Kahanist organization whose violent march through Jerusalem last 
month helped to incite war, and whose members organized another hate-filled march 
through East Jerusalem just this week.  
 
We are asking you to drop CFI from your list of accepted grant recipients, and to publish 
clear guidelines regarding the values to which JCF adheres when making grant decisions, in 
order to ensure that funding does not reach other organizations that support violence in 
Israel, in the United States, or anywhere else.  
 
As has been well documented in Yediot Achronot, Haaretz, the Washington Post, and other 
publications, CFI funds some of the most violent extremist groups in Israel. These include 
Honenu, which as Channel 10 news in Israel documented, has given cash grants to Israelis 
convicted of terrorism. Recipients include Yigal Amir, who assassinated Prime Minister 
Rabin, as well as Israelis who have carried out terror attacks against Palestinians. 
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cease donations to Honenu, though these have now resumed.  

mailto:sue@jcfny.org
https://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-5469638,00.html
https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-unraveling-the-story-of-one-the-main-u-s-donors-to-the-settlements-1.5377041
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/your-tax-dollars-are-propping-up-the-intellectual-heirs-to-an-israeli-terrorist/2019/01/10/3683c6e0-0efa-11e9-8938-5898adc28fa2_story.html
https://forward.com/news/israel/371007/is-a-jewish-group-funding-killers-while-the-us-slams-palestinians-for-doing/


 

 
CFI also funds Hemla, which purports to ǲ����ǳ�
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conversion from intermarrying with Palestinians, but which actually serves as a conduit for 
funding to Lehava, which does not have its own amutah status in Israel. Bentzi Gopstein, 
the founder of Lehava, is also a leader of Hemla.  
 
Lehava, which bases itself in the genocidal philosophy of Meir Kahane, is known for 
violence against both Palestinians and Israeli Jewish progressive activists. Gopstein, a 
student of Kahane, has been indicted more than 50 times for incitement and violence. 
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Yehudit, entered the Knesset in the last elections, more tha����������������������������ǯ��
own party was barred from running.  
 
This past May, Lehava and its partners organized a violent march through East Jerusalem 
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violently assaulting Palestinians and Jews suspected of being Palestinian. More than 100 
Palestinians were injured in the course of a single night. This week, these same activists 
marched again, in an event that injured more than two dozen Palestinians, and in which 
partic���������������������ǲ��������������ǳ�����ǲ������������������������Ǥǳ�������
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police originally denied the permit to march, the parties eventually agreed on a route that 
avoided some of the most sensitive areas. The heavily guarded event took place after police 
cleared the streets of Palestinians and closed stores.  
 
Violent marches like these are not new. Every year on Jerusalem Day, Lehava and partners 
organize the Flag March, which similarly terrorizes Palestinians in East Jerusalem.  
 
The announcement of a new government in Israel has been met with violent language and 
threats reminiscent of the period before the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin. There is 
a real danger of violence, and Lehava is one of the most likely organizations to ignite it. 
 
Another CFI grantee is the Od Yosef Chai Yeshiva, which is infamous for incitement and 
violence against Palestinians. The Israeli military has confiscated weapons from this 
yeshiva and even seized the entire yeshiva after students participated in violent attacks on 
IDF soldiers evacuating illegal settlements. Leaders of the yeshiva published Torat 

https://www.jta.org/2016/03/16/israel/2-teens-arrested-weapons-confiscated-in-raid-on-west-bank-jewish-settlement
https://www.haaretz.com/1.5088576


 

haMelech, which justifies the murder of non-Jews. One of the rabbis who authored this 
volume was recently convicted of incitement.  
 
Other CFI grantees include the Israel Land Fund, which uses semi-legal or non-legal means 
to acquire Palestinian property; Mishmeret Yesha, which trains and outfits vigilantes in the 
West Bank; and Im Tirtzu, which incites against Israeli human rights leaders. 
 
We understand that JCF seeks to designate donations that flow through CFI such that they 
will not reach these violent actors. Howev��ǡ�
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��������	�ǯ������������cations. Donations earmarked for a soup kitchen can easily be used 
to shift funding to extremist organizations. Furthermore, some groupsȄlike HemlaȄthat 
purport to have a legitimate charitable purpose actually fund violence. There are certainly 
many reputable social service agencies in Israel that JCF donors can support without 
funneling their money through a foundation that is one of the largest American funders of 
extremists. 
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fund groups that represent a wide range of political positions. However, incitement and 
violence are not legitimate political positions. We encourage JCF to follow the lead of the 
San Francisco Jewish Community Federation and Endowment Fund and to publish clear 
values that prohibit grants to groups that engage in or incite violence.  
 
In these turbulent early days of a new Israeli government, the threat of violence is high. 
While ending grants to the Central Fund of Israel will not shut down Lehava or the other 
extremist groups, doing so will send a clear message that New York Jews refuse to tolerate 
violence. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter, 
 
 
  

https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/.premium-rabbi-from-israeli-settlement-convicted-of-inciting-to-violence-and-encouraging-hate-1.9505681
https://www.haaretz.com/.premium-aspiring-councilor-in-j-lem-arabs-out-1.5324059
https://www.haaretz.com/opinion/.premium-the-proto-fascist-plot-to-destroy-israeli-democracy-1.5378187
https://jewishfed.org/federation%E2%80%99s-israel-funding-guidelines


 

Rabbi Guy Austrian, Fort Tryon Jewish Center, New York  
Rabbi Jonathan Blake, Westchester Reform, Scarsdale 
Rabbi Avraham Bronstein, The Hampton Synagogue, Westhampton Beach 
Rabbi Lester Bronstein, Bet Am Shalom, White Plains 
Rabbi Aaron Brusso, Bet Torah, Mt Kisco 
Rabbi Angela Warnick Buchdahl, Central Synagogue, New York 

 
Rabbi Lauren Grabelle Herrmann, SAJ-Judaism that Stands for All, New York  
Rabbi Shai Held, Mechon Hadar, New York 
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Rabbi Stephanie Kolin, Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn 
Rabbi Sharon Kleinbaum, Congregation Beit Simchat Torah, New York 
Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie, LabShul, New York  
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Rabbi Shira Milgrom, Congregation Kol Ami, White Plains 
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Rabbi Joshua Stanton, East End Temple, New York 
Rabbi Rachel Timoner, Congregation Beth Elohim, Brooklyn 
Rabbi Gordon Tucker, Senior Rabbi Emeritus, Temple Israel Center, White Plains 
 
 
 
Signatures for identification purposes only. 


